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FY 2017 By the Numbers 

NIH supports ~ 2,500 organizations. In 2017, about 640 of these organizations were funded for 
competing Research Project Grants (RPGs) which involved over 11,000 principal investigators. 
RPGs increased by over 4% in FY 2017. In the same period, R01-equivalent awards  grew from 
$458,287 to $482,395 (over 5%). 
____________________________________________ 

GAO Posts Strategic Plan for 2018-2023 
The Government Accountability Office’s strategic plan describes trends and key uncertainties/ 
implications including: “1) Global conditions affecting US and international security, 2) The 
federal government's long-term unsustainable fiscal path, 3) Global responses to challenges 
posed by divergent economic growth, 4) Technological advances and their impact on preparing 
the workforce of the future, 5) Demographic changes and their implications, 6) Five emerging 
technologies and scientific advances that could potentially transform society, 7) Increasingly 
complex governance relationships and practices, and 8) Balancing competing natural resource 
and sustainability needs.” 
____________________________________________ 

Revision: NIH Policy on the Inclusion of Individuals Across the Lifespan as Participants in 
Research Involving Human Subjects 
It is the new NIH policy that individuals of all ages, including children (i.e. individuals under the 
age of 18) and older adults, must be included in all human subjects’ research, conducted or 
supported by the NIH, unless there are scientific or ethical reasons not to include them. The 
policy will affect applications with due dates on or after January 25, 2019. 
______________________________________________ 

NIH RFI on Animal Care and Use in Research 

NIH has announced a Request for Information on reducing administrative requirements not 

associated with the care and welfare of animals used in laboratory research. NIH Deputy 

Director for Extramural Research, Mike Lauer, MD, said NIH is working with the Dept. of 

Agriculture and the FDA to "gain insights into how we can best improve the coordination and 

harmonization of regulations and policies with respect to research with laboratory animals." 

Research deans are strongly encouraged to respond to the NIH RFI by the deadline, June 12, 

2018.  

_____________________________________________ 

Op-Ed: Scientific Breakthroughs Require US Investment 

The Baltimore Sun published an op-ed by E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, MBA, dean of the 

University of Maryland School of Medicine and Paul B. Rothman, MD, dean of the medical 

faculty and CEO of Johns Hopkins Medicine on the importance of investing in biomedical 

research. They thanked Congress for "upholding our longstanding national commitment to 

medical progress" and hoped that "lawmakers will continue to protect critical investments in 

research and innovation." They compared the United States' investment to China's increased 
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focus on research and discovery by citing a recent report by the Credit Suisse Bank showing 

China to pull ahead of the U.S. in total research funding by 2020.  

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Can Preprint Copy/Citation be used in Post-submission Materials?  

Pre-prints are not on the list of allowable post-submission materials, since they aren’t 
unanticipated events. Post-submission materials don’t correct oversights or errors found after an 
application’s submission, but allow applicants to respond to unforeseen events. 
___________________________________________ 
Principal Investigators, Delegate! 

 

eRA Commons allows principal investigators to delegate grant administration tasks to 
others. Some of these tasks include: updating personal profile, tracking grant status, preparing 
progress reports, etc.  
_______________________________________ 
Research Support Information Network (RESIN)  
The next RESIN meeting will be at noon, April 3, 2017 in the Walton Auditorium on the 10th floor 
of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute. Past RESIN presentations are archived here. 
___________________________________________ 
Up Close and Amazing – Research Staff 
In order to better acquaint faculty with various research support folks and their jobs, a research 
staff person is highlighted on the Research website here. This month, Up Close & Amazing 
focuses on Digital Microscopy Core Facility - Research Technologist, Jeff Kamykowski. 
____________________________________________ 
Ask Me About My Research 
Researchers are often called upon to explain their work to the lay public, friends, neighbors, 
donors, state representatives and even the person in the next seat on a flight to/from a 
conference or study section. So, it’s important to be able to highlight your work in 2-3 minutes 
and increase awareness of your exciting research. Along with an easy formula (see link above), 
campaign style buttons with Ask Me About My Research are available for all UAMS researchers. 
Contact Linda Williams, ldwilliams@uams.edu to get yours. 
____________________________________________ 
CONGRATS TO: 
 
Just a reminder that UAMS Research grants received are listed on the research.uams.edu 
website. Look under the Grants & Funding tab and pull down - Grants Awarded. Listed by 
Principal Investigator and College/Dept., the page is updated with the previous month’s awards 
by the 15th of each month. 
____________________________________________ 
 
Please send research news to Linda Williams, ldwilliams@uams.edu  
If you no longer wish to receive these emails, send an email to the address above with the 
subject – Unsubscribe. 
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