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NIH COVID-19 Guidance and News 
Find the latest NIH guidance and evolving policies (e.g., submission changes, clinical trails, animal welfare,, 
peer review, and FAQs) during these challenging research times.  
 
NSF Coronavirus Guidance 
NSF has issued Important Notice No 146 to the Community Regarding COVID-19. NSF has also issued 
guidance on NSF’s implementation of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum (M-20-17), 
entitled, Administrative Relief for Recipients and Applicants of Federal Financial Assistance Directly Impacted 
by the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) due to Loss of Operations. NSF has implemented flexibilities authorized 
by OMB for Federal Awards without compromising accountability requirements. 
 
Federal Funding Opportunities for COVID-19 Research 
With the COVID-19 pandemic spreading across the United States in full force, several national 
funding opportunities have been issued. They are also on the Research and Innovation website here. 
 
Time Sensitive Research Funding 
Just a reminder, to enable UAMS faculty and their collaborators to launch COVID-19 research, 
contribute to better clinical practices, and improve public health preparedness and responses, The 
Division of Research & Innovation will fund 4-5 highly relevant research projects that can provide 
immediate solutions. Applicants must respond by April 6, 2020. 
 
Human Subject Research During Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
See the latest UAMS IRB office operational and review updates. 
 
Free Access to Databases during the COVID Outbreak 
A select group of national database vendors are offering support to the healthcare community by 
providing free access to their databases during the COVID outbreak. The UAMS Library has daily 
coronavirus updates here. 
 
FEMA Coronavirus Rumor Control 
These are unprecedented times and the rumor mill is in full operation. For example, online miracle 
cures are NOT legitimate. This FEMA page offers to “distinguish between rumors and facts” regarding 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Research and Innovation MVP 
To get to know research support folks and their jobs, a staff person is highlighted 
on the Research website. This month’s MVP (formerly called Up Close and 
Amazing) is Meredith Joheim, MS, Editor, Science Communications Group,. 
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https://research.uams.edu/research-review-mechanisms/nih-covid-19-guidance-and-news/
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/coronavirus/
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/issuances/in146.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/covid19/covid19_nsfombimplementation.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/M-20-17.pdf
https://research.uams.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2020/03/VSA-COVID-19-Funding-Notice-03232020.pdf
https://research.uams.edu/grants_funding/extramural-funding/covid-19-fed-funding-resources/
https://research.uams.edu/grants_funding/time-sensitive-research-funding/
https://irb.uams.edu/2020/03/12/human-subject-research-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://libguides.uams.edu/Free_2020
http://libguides.uams.edu/c.php?g=607650&p=7282286
https://www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control
https://research.uams.edu/activities/up-close-amazing-research-staff/
https://ospan.uams.edu/scicom/


 

Grant Funding 
 
Easy Win-Early Victory (EWEV) Pilot and Core Facility Use Grants 
The EWEV grants were awarded in March. The grantees are posted on the 
Research website here. 
 

Faculty Research Enhancement (FRE) Awards 
Available to UAMS faculty (i.e., assistant professor or higher) for short-term 
activities that will strengthen/enhance their research capabilities (e.g., 
workshops, visiting an institution to learn a new method/analyze data). Up to 
$7,000 in support for transportation costs, lodging, meals, registration, supplies 
and facility fees. FRE awards may be submitted anytime. 

 
CONGRATS TO: 
UAMS Research grants received are listed on the research.uams.edu website. Look under the Grants 
& Funding tab and pull down - Grants Awarded. Listed by PI and College/Dept. 
 
Research Support Information Network (RESIN)  
As you know, RESIN was postponed as a live meeting. We are currently 
researching the best way to offer RESIN presentations in an online format. 
Stay tuned for the next May/June RESIN. In the meantime, past RESIN 
presentations are archived here. 

 

New Research and I nnovation Team Members 
 

Welcome Andrea McBryde, Exec. Assistant to Dr. Shuk-Mei Ho, PhD, Vice 
Chancellor of Research and Innovation. She was a native of Bryant, AR and 
currently live in Cabot.  She graduated from the Arkansas State University and 
worked in the Arkansas Heart Hospital for over 10 years. Before joining our 
division, she was Exec. Assistant to Dr. Jennifer Hunt at UAMS Pathology. For 
meeting scheduling, key requests, Blue and You Fitness Challenge questions, 
and a myriad of other requests, contact Andrea (AMcBryde2@uams.edu). 
 
Welcome Chris Phillips (CEPhillips@uams.edu), the new Biomed I&II building mgr. Chris has over 20 

years’ experience in the maintenance field and has managed several major 
construction projects. He has a daughter and a son and 4 grandchildren.  His 
hobbies include watching and calling baseball, basketball and football. For 
questions about research buildings, freezers, poster boards, surplus furniture, etc., 
contact Chris or see the buildings webpage.  
 

Welcome Sreedevi Vaddi, (svaddi@uams.edu), the new 
business manager in the Division of Research and Innovation. 
Prior to joining UAMS, Sreedevi worked as Human Resources 

Representative at Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism of State of 
Arkansas. In her role as HR representative, she helped in advertising, application 
screening, candidate interviews and staff onboarding. She had also worked as a 
financial analyst in the private sector. Sreedevi is an MBA graduate in Finance. 
For overall research information, the Toolbox webpage has links to over 30 
programs, procedures, and Research and Innovation teams.  
 Please send research news to Linda Williams, ldwilliams@uams.edu.If you no longer wish to receive these emails, 
send an email to the address above with the subject – Unsubscribe. 
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