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Upcoming Events

CMDR Distinguished Lecturer Series
Dec. 5, 2025 | 12:00 PM | Rayford Auditorium, Biomed I

View Event Flyer

Title: Heparan Sulfate: A Master Regulator of Bone Homeostasis
Speaker: Ding Xu, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Orthopedics,
Emory Musculoskeletal Institute, School of Medicine, Emory University

* Lunch will be provided to the first 30 participants.

UAMS Research Security Program
Dec. 9, 2025 | 12:00 PM | Virtual Seminar

View Event Flyer

Speaker: Nicole Schartz, Ph.D., Compliance Analyst

Dr. Schartz holds a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from
Purdue University. She previously served as a Health
Program Specialist at the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke before
transitioning into her current role. She works closely
with multiple offices across campus to monitor federal
policy changes related to research security
requirements and to ensure that UAMS researchers
remain compliant with new regulations.

C Add to Calendar )

Al for Discovery - Accelerating UAMS Research
Dec. 16, 2025 | 12:00 PM | Virtual Presentation

View Event Flyer

The Division of Research & Innovation is excited to announce an upcoming
session featuring two Google representatives to introduce Google’s Al ecosystem
designed for academic and research innovation. Discover how artificial
intelligence is transforming the research process.

Virtual Presentation Link
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Time Management for Researchers

Dec. 17, 2025 | 12:00 PM | 10th Floor, Betsy Blass Conference Room,
Cancer Institute

View Event Flyer

Speaker: Wendy Ward , Ph.D., Professor

The Postdoctoral Academy—part of the newly
launched Office of Postdoctoral Affairs—invites you
to join us for our next professional development
seminar. This seminar will offer practical, research-
focused strategies for managing time effectively and
maintaining productivity in a demanding scientific
environment. All Research & Innovation staff are
welcome to attend.

* Lunch will be provided

Click to Register
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Updates

NIH Policy Updates for Gommon Forms and Research Security Training

NOT-OD-26-018: NIH is adopting the Common Forms for Biographical Sketch
and Current and Pending (Other) support for application due dates and Research
Performance Progress Report (RPPR) submissions on or after January 25,
2026. A tutorial on how to use SciENcv to complete common forms is available
on Workday.

NOT-OD-26-017: All senior/key personnel listed on an NIH grant application must
certify that they have completed research security training within 12 months of the
date of application submission. This policy will go into effect for applications due
on or after May 26, 2026. Research Security Training is available on Workday.

Contact for questions: Nicole Schartz, Ph.D., at NSchartz@uams.edu

NIH Updates Application Policies to Reduce Administrative Burden

Effective immediately, NIH has removed two major pre-application requirements:
o Letters of Intent (LOIs) are no longer requested or accepted.

o Prior approval for unsolicited applications requesting $500,000 or
more in direct costs is no longer required.

Click to View NOT-OD-26-019

Funding Opportunities

Limited Submission Opportunity

The Arkansas Nexus for Excellence in Technology, Workforce, Outreach, and
Research Knowledge (AR-NETWORK) invites applications for the Emerging
Research Leaders (ERL) Program. This competitive program is designed to
support early-career researchers at institutions across Arkansas.

Key points:
o Prior federal funding success is NOT required
o Limited to 2 applications per institution

» Selected recipients receive $30,000 per year for up to 2 years to support
research leadership development

¢ [nternal due date: December 20, 2025
Submit the following for the internal competition:

1. Research & Leadership Statement (1-2 pages): A narrative that
¢ outlines the applicant's long-term research vision
¢ highlights past experiences leading or mentoring small teams
¢ demonstrates persistence in advancing research despite challenges
» describes future leadership goals

2. Curriculum vitae or Biosketch (NSF/NIH SciENcv format preferred)

Click to View the FOA

Submit Your Application Here!

Contact for questions: Moe Elasri, Ph.D., at MOElasri@uams.edu

National Center for Opioid Research and Clinical Effectiveness (NCOR)
Spark Awards FY2025-2026 is accepting applications!

These quick-start projects are designed to spark new lines of research and/or
collaborations that will result in the receipt of external research funding.
Projects should address issues related to opioid misuse that impact the health
and well-being of children and families in Arkansas and beyond and will be
integrated within NCOR.

Key points:

+ ACRI investigators and other UAMS faculty with a terminal degree are
eligible to apply

e $150,000 total (up to $75,000 per year for up to 2 years)

o Letter of Intent Due Date: Accepted on a rolling basis until funds are
exhausted or June 30, 2026 (whichever is earliest)

Click to View Details & Application Information

Questions: Please reach out to Alicia Allen, Ph.D., (allena3@archildrens.org)
or Jami Jones (jonesj132@archildrens.org).

More Updates from NIH

¢ Emergency Modifications to NIH Peer Review

o Implementing_a Unified NIH Funding_Strategy to Guide Consistent and
Clearer Award Decisions

» Notice of Early Expiration of NIH Small Business Innovation Research
(SBIR)_and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Notices of Funding
Opportunity and Guidance for Existing_Recipients

 "Interim Guidance on Reopening of NIH Extramural Activities" Has Been
Posted. Click Updates on Guidance to see details.

Building Notice

Temporary Restroom Closure: 1st Floor, Biomed Il

The women'’s restroom on the first floor of the Biomedical Research
Building Il will be closed until January 5 to accommodate construction
related to the build-out of an adjacent lab. The women’s restroom on the
second floor will remain available and can be accessed via the elevator or
stairs.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we continue improving our
research facilities to better support our community.
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Click to Read Research Wins Vol. 4

Learn about the innovative work of UAMS investigators over the past year.
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