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NIH Early Independence Award — FY27 Funding

Opportunity

NIH's High-Risk, High-Reward Research program has opened FY27
applications for the Early Independence Award, part of the NIH Director's
Awards. This award lets rigorous and promising early-career researchers skip
the traditional postdoc period and launch an independent research career right
away.

Who's eligible: Applicants who have recently completed, or will soon complete,
their doctoral degree or clinical training. Applicants must have a

guaranteed independent research position at the submitting

institution and must be able to begin independent research by the project start
date (September 2027). Any research topic within NIH's mission is welcome —
basic, clinical, or translational — as long as the work is highly innovative with
potential for broad impact.

Key dates:
o Application deadline: September 10, 2026
e Funding Opportunity Number: RFA-RM-27-004

Helpful resources:

o Successful sample applications

o Application and Award Guide

e FAQs

o NIH grant application resources

o Recorded webinar (Q&A discussion of the funding opportunity)

Questions can be directed to Earlylndependence@od.nih.gov.

UAMS Limited Submission Process

NIH allows only two applications per institution for this award, so UAMS is
running an internal limited submission competition to select its candidates.
We're asking for your help identifying outstanding early-career individuals who
may qualify and encouraging them to apply.

Internal Timeline
¢ Internal pre-applications due: August 3, 2026, 5:00 PM
» Notification of selected candidates: on or about August 7, 2026
* NIH application due: September 10, 2026

See Pre-Application Details

For questions or guidance on the pre-application, please contact:
- Dr. Voth: DVoth@uams.edu
- Dr. Elasri: MOElasri@uams.edu

UAMS Gift Policy Update

UAMS Administrative Guide 4.4.09 (the Ethical Conduct & Gift Policy) has
recently been updated as part of our normal policy review process. Here are two
updates worth keeping in mind:

1. In-Kind Support Disclosures: All in-kind support received by UAMS
researchers has always been subject to federal and institutional disclosure
and approval requirements. The policy language has simply been updated
to reflect this more clearly.

2. Compliance: The policy now notes that non-compliance may result in
disciplinary action, up to and including termination, in accordance with
UAMS Administrative Policy 4.4.02. This is a new addition to the policy.

Education Opportunity

CRS Elective: “From Green Light to Finish Line: Opening and Closing a
Study From a Sponsor Perspective”.
July 29 | 10:00 am - 11:00 am | Zoom | Workday

Presenter: Laura Adkins, MAP, CCRP, CCRA, AdvCRS, Director, Office of
Research Regulatory Affairs (ORRA)

CADET Program Now Accepting Applications

CADET (Cancer and Developing Entrepreneurial Technologies) is a year-long,
NCI-funded program pairing UAMS graduate students and postdocs with
BioVentures staff and industry mentors to translate cancer research into real-
world commercial applications.

Eligibility: UAMS graduate students/postdocs in cancer-related research, able
to commit to weekly meetings + team-based activities for one year

Deadline: August 7, 2026

Apply: Application Form | More Information

Now Open: 2027 UAMS Medical Research Endowment

Fund Applications

Applications for the 2027 UAMS Medical Research Endowment (MRE) Fund are
now open. Key information is summarized below.

AWARD DETAILS

» Maximum award: $25,000

» Deadline: August 30, 2026

» Funding start: February 1, 2027

ELIGIBILITY

Permanent, full-time UAMS faculty at the rank of Assistant Professor or above.
Faculty who received an MRE award last year (as Pl or Co-Investigator) are not
eligible for this cycle.

FUNDING PRIORITIES

1. Early-stage investigators

2. Start-up or seed efforts in new research areas

3. Projects with strong potential for extramural funding

4. Established investigators pursuing new research directions

View Full Guidelines

Submit Your MRE Application

2026 Arkansas Undergraduate Summer Research

Symposium

July 29, 2026 | I. Dodd Wilson Education Building

Join us in celebrating the achievements of our undergraduate
summer researchers!

See Schedule and More Details

BioVentures Innovation Day

Aug. 19, 2026 | 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM | Jackson T. Stephens Spine &
Neurosciences Institute (12th Floor)

This one-day event will bring together researchers, faculty, students, trainees,
staff, entrepreneurs, investors, and industry partners to celebrate innovation,
build meaningful connections, and explore how ideas can move from discovery
to real-world impact.

Whether you are developing new technologies, interested in commercialization,
looking to connect with Arkansas’ growing innovation ecosystem, or simply
curious about what'’s next in healthcare innovation, Innovation Day is an
opportunity to learn, network, and engage.

Spots are limited. Please complete the interest form to RSVP and save yours.

Register Now | View Event Flyer

Sip & Science

Researchers connect with community in casual
conversations

Aug. 20, 2026 | 6:00 - 8:00 PM | Hibernia Irish Tavern

Panel of Speakers

i 4 UAMS
Michael Cucciare, PhD Melissa Zielinski, PhD Ashley Acheson, PhD
Professor, Associate Professor, Professor,
Department of Psychiatry Department of Psychiatry Vice Chair for Research,
Department of Psychiatry

Add to Calendar

UAMS Research & Innovation Research Orientation &

TRI's Research Expo

Aug. 27,2026 | 3:00 - 6:00 PM | Jackson T. Stephens Spine &
Neurosciences Institute (12th Floor)

The combined event is Aug. 27 in the Jackson T. Stephens Spine &
Neurosciences Institute, 12th Floor, with the UAMS Research & Innovation
Research Orientation from 3:00 - 4:00 PM and the TRI Research Expo from
4:00 - 6:00 PM.

At the Orientation, gain insights about the pivotal role UAMS Research &
Innovation programs play in research. All are welcome; no RSVP required.

At the Expo, network with colleagues and chat with representatives from over 50
research services across UAMS, Arkansas Children's Research Institute, and
the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System. Learn about the full suite of
TRI career development, research, and clinical trial services for investigators.
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and beverages.

Register for the Expo
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